
CHUTE FOREST PARISH COUNCIL

JULY 2008 
Minutes of the Chute Forest Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 17th July 2008.

Present:  C’llr R Cherrington (Chairman), C’llr P Caddick, C’llr D Milligan, Wiltshire County Council - C’llr R Hall. District Council - C’llr P Veasey.
In Attendance: Nil
1. Apologies for Absence.  C’llr D Close (Vice Chairman), C’llr D Pike and Sgt M Freeman
2. Declaration of Interest in Items on the Agenda– Local Authority (Model Code of Conduct) order 2007.  To receive any Declarations of Interest on any agenda item to be discussed.  None declared
3. General Public – No questions asked.
4. Minutes of previous meeting.  Minutes of the previous meeting of 15th May 2008 having been circulated, C’llr Caddick proposed that the minutes be signed as a true record, seconded by C’llr Milligan.
Carried and duly signed by the Chairman.

5. Matters arising – None that do not appear as agenda items.
6. Correspondence - As received and if necessary held at the clerk’s office.
6.1 KDC & WC – Street scene services letter.

6.2  KDC Community Cleansing Grant.
6.3 WALC Newsletter.

6.4 Electoral Review letter.

6.5 Ringing in the Olympics in the South west.

6.6 North Wessex Downs AONB Grants.

Members noted the correspondence and the receipt of cleansing grant of £100 and would encourage all villagers to lift and remove any litter that they come across.  The Chairman agreed to pass a copy of item 6.5 to Mr John Wood and to discuss item 6.6 with the Chair of Chute PC.
7. Finance. 

7.1 The RFO presented for approval a current liquidity statement and bank reconciliation as at 16th July 2008.
Members noted the statement and reconciliation, but had no comment at this time.

8.   Tidworth Area Board.
The Members agreed to discuss this item under AOB as it was related to an informal discussion between the Chairman and the Chairman of Chute Parish Council.
9.
Planning. 
No Planning Applications as received from Kennet District Council since the last meeting.
10.
Footpaths.
C’llr Close reported in a written report nothing heard from Esther Daly since he spoke with her about the crop seeding across footpath 5 (Pollards Cottages up to the area under the pylons opposite Highland Copse), but not a major issue as anyone can still just walk it straight across the fields.
11.
Playing Fields.
The Chairman reported that the cricket team was going from strength to strength and that the club are looking at assisting with the renovation of the pavilion.
12.
Village Hall.
C’llr Milligan had nothing to report.
13.  Roads.
C’llr Pike reported no issues on the roads as far as he was aware, however he did raise a concern regarding the overflow issue when the drains at Cadley Bottom are overwhelmed.  Cllr Caddick reported that the trees on the land between Chute Forest Cottage and Jimila are overhanging the road, and the hazel bushes at the top of Hatchet Hill at Jolly’s Farm require trimming.
Action – Clerk to write to respective tree and hazel bush owners.
14.
Clerk’s Report. 
The Clerk reported the following:
14.1  Annual Return has been dispatched to External Auditors and that the statutory  notices have been posted on the Parish Notice Board.
14.2 The clerk distributed a report on Amenity Skips prepared by Cllr Close which  after some discussion the Members decided that the item required further investigation and that it be deferred to the next meeting.
Action: Cllr Close

15.
AOB. 

15.1 The Chairman informed the Members that an informal discussion had taken place between the Chairman of Chute PC and himself regarding the employment opportunities that creation of the Unitary Authority and a “Tidworth Area Community Board” might bring to the two Parishes through the delegation of some services to parishes of which verge and hedge cutting were examples.  The two Parish Councils may have to work in unison to gain the maxim benefit afforded by the opportunities, however the chairman reassured the Members that there is no hidden agenda to create a unified “Chute Parish Council”.  Cllr Hall gave his support to the idea of working in unison and encouraged the Members to ensure that the Council is represented at meetings of the soon to be formed “Tidworth Area Community Board”.  The Chairman agreed to write an article for the Chronicle, continue the dialogue with the Chairman of Chute PC and to report back to the Members.
15.2 The Chairman  informed Members of a an informal discussion that had taken place between the owners of Ash cottage and himself regarding taking the existing pole mounted electricity supply underground at their expense.  The discussion also covered the damage to the village green which will be rectified on completion of the current renovations and the possible improvement to the approaches to the tracks leading to the cottage.  The Chairman agreed to continue the dialogue with the owners of Ash Cottage and to report back to the Members.
15.3 WCC Cllr Hall reported that the Boundary Committee published its draft recommendations for Wiltshire on 1st July, 2008.  A brief analysis of the draft recommendations indicates that the Boundary Committee have accepted the council size of 98 members and have made minimal changes to the county council's original submission none of which effect the Parish.  He reported on his visit to HQ SPTA and explained that he had been informed that military helicopters can be authorised to fly down to a height of 250ft on a routine basis. He then gave a brief resume on the WCC Office of Chairman’s history and displayed the Chain of Office. Finally he passed a copy of a “Celebration of Young People’s Avhievemts2008” nomination form to the Clerk which the Members agreed should be advertised in the Chronicle.
Members noted WCC Cllr Hall’s report and the Chairman thanked him for his ongoing support.
15.4 KDC P Veasey reported that he had not been supportive of the move to the Unitary Authority and counselled the Members of the need to ensure that they have a voice at the meetings of the “Tidworth Area Community Board” even though under current proposals they will not have a vote.  He indicated that given his impending birthday and mature years he does not intend to stand for election as a member of the Unitary Authority.
Members noted KDC Cllr Veasey’s report and after wishing him a happy birthday thanked him for his ongoing support.
15.5 Sgt M Freeman reported in a written report that there have been 6 calls made to the control room from the Chutes (this include all the villages in the Chutes). The main one was a fatal accident which occurred on 14 May at Cohholt.  One was regarding fallow deer that had been shot out of season which PC Mark Randle did some enquiries into this and discovered that they were probably shot in Hampshire.  It is also possible that they were shot whilst damaging crops, which is legal.  Others referred to sheep being loose in the road, a broken branch obstructing the road near to Lynden House in Upper Chute, alarm activation at a house in Upper Chute which turned out to be a false activation.
16. Date of future meetings.  The date of next meeting was confirmed as Thursday 25th September 2008.
There being no further business to conduct the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 20:50pm.
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